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‘But Oﬁiclals Insist Thelr Scbbé '
sk sLImlted and Not Almed N

3 v - Special 0 The New York Times -

T e WASHINGTON,Nov,I-mU ted | -
E »suta is small-scale clan-§:
i destine tary- operations against
Nimraguaintendedtoharassbutnotto :
_overthrow the Nicaraguan Govern-
; ent,seniorRuganAdmmimﬁonof-
ﬁdalssaldtoday .
‘l'heofﬂclalsdenledarepoﬂinNews-
magazinethattheCmtg;llntem-

,; gence Agency was covert
’ meanstotoppletheleftistsovemment

Managua. .

Aseniornational secuﬂtyofﬂcial in-{-
sisted that the scope of clandestine
: tions was limited to-hit-and-run
raids into Nicaragua by small paramili-
" tary units based in Honduras, skirmi-
' shes with Nicaraguan troops along the
, " Honduran border, and financial support
- for political opponents of the Sandimst

Government.

: motﬂdalsaidthatnoAmerieana
were directly involved in the paramili.

. tary operations, but acknowledged that
:the C.L.A. was pmviding money and

te mmtary equipment to the: units. He
added that Americans were also help-

. ,ingtotraint.heanﬁ-Sandmi:ft forces,

N tm'yaudﬂnant:ialaidfellwithinthei
%" limits of ‘an overall plan for covert|
7 .. operations.-in Central- America -ap-
c pmedhy?mident_ Reagan_almostg%
P ’ n:mun, pmi of which were dis-|°

- “.closed in press accounts earlier this
e year,ealledforformationofasmall-

"@mpponformodemte litical and busi. |
ness institutions and leaders in Nicara-}
# gua,aeoordinxtoAdministraﬂcn otﬂ-g

% clals, Sasrzhiesade i L SRR N B
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o greaterfomepartlerbecausetheycon-

opera.
-. tion, designed to sting.but not incapaci.
Sandinists. pact

__American involvement.

: persedinseveraleampsalongthenon.

NTT - / Nz

.7 “We are not asecxmwar, ‘
Em;m that,” a senior|
inteiligence official said. ““What we are
dolnsiatryinswkeepManastmoﬂbal-

ins mﬂﬂw&mhmxrgenm inEl

ltmng!ymuaerumsinNewsweekthat :

covert operations were “out of con-

> trol”andtbatanexpansionotthew'

tlviﬂes had been “improvised” by the
erican  Ambassador onduras

JolmD Negropante. - ln H
2" Cleared With Wuh!ngtou
'Nm as the chief of- mission,
~ gversees the operations, but is
" done without clearing it in W

ﬂrst," a senjorintelligence official said.

Some Administration officials ha
adeated more- ambitious eﬂnvr:
against tbe Sandinist Government,
which seized power in 1979 after over.

-+ throwing the GovernmentofGen Anas.‘
* tasio Somoza Debayle.

But Mr. Reagan and other t otﬁ-
rejected the use of

y counterproductive
. to overall Amexiean policy, and

{ because intelligence officials said thast’ '

: the C.I.A. did not have adequate re-

* sources to undertake a major paramili-}

e,
some Adminisu'auon offi-
clals said, was a Emited covert

tatethq

According to national security offi-
. clals, the clandestine military activities
wmtohavebeensupervised primarily

by Argentina, which had organized

. anti-Sandinist - paramilitary. forces in| |

Honduras 18 months ago,: before the

lnnntuamy, Argentina did take the lead]
supplying and directing the units, |
which number 2,000 to 4,000 men, dis-

-duras-Nicaragua border, according to
American officials. But Argentine
assistance waned after disputes devel-|
oped between American and Argentine
advisers and after the United States

supported Britain in its war with Argen.

tina over the Falk!and Islands, Admin- |
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